OCCIDENTAL COLLEGE

Vocations and Women’s Meaningful Work                                           Spring 2004

Women’s Studies/Gender Studies,  WSGS 301                     3-4:25 p.m, Mon and Wed.  

(Open to all students) 

Prof. Maryanne C. Horowitz, History Dept., Swan 316                          323-259-2583                  horowitz@oxy.edu  

Exploration of a variety of viewpoints on women’s vocations across a spectrum of Jewish, Catholic, and Protestant cultures.  A consideration of transformations in the concept “vocation” accompanying the opening of ministerial and rabbinical posts to women. Future vocations for women with reference to feminist legislation in the United States, European Union, and the United Nations.  Opportunity to participate in a community-based learning group project or to do individual career-oriented research on vocation. Women’s leadership in the professions, business, government, family, and philanthropic institutions. 

Sample of some topics:

Definitions and Current Situations

Work Ethics in Several Religious Traditions

Vocations: Family and Work

Transforming Images of Vocation: Women Leading Churches and Synagogues
Vocationalism among American Women Leaders

Working on Legislation for the Expansion of Women’s Opportunities

Working for Women Whose Labor is Exploited in the Global Economy

Vocations of Activist Service

Required Events with Career Center

Three roundtable discussions on “Vocations and Values.”

Career panels featuring Occidental College alumnae speaking on a variety of professions.

Choice of Community-Based Learning or Research on Vocation

Groups of students may choose to participate in one of the following two community-based learning projects. After initial registration in class, students will be asked to decide so that appropriate arrangements can be made ahead. They work to expand outreach of Occidental College Women’s Center or take a local bus to a philanthropic outreach organization for women and children.  Participate in group panel discussion, and pass in a 5-page report on the public issues of concern raised by your community-based learning project.

or
A student may do a research paper on a specific vocation or combination of vocations.  Make a presentation to the class and pass in a 8-page paper with M.L.A. Style Notes and Works Cited. The paper is to focus on recent gender changes, the prerequisites for entrance, and the variety of opportunities for public service and meaningful work in that vocation or combination of vocations.  M.L.A. Style Notes and Works Cited to Books, journal articles, websites, and 1-2 interviews (contacts from Career Center or Alumni office if needed)

Grades: 

25% each: participation in class and Career Center events, Mid-Term Essay Exam, Choice of Community-Based Learning Report or Research Paper on a Vocation, Final Essay Exam 

